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The people who made the decisions were generally the
older men of those families. And finally there came a
day in the history of the ancestry of everyone in this
room who is of European ancestry that the family gathered somewhere. There were children, parents, grandparents, dear friends and there was hugging and kissing
and crying because people knew that they were hugging
and kissing and crying with other people dear to them,
indeed who they probably would never see again.
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Oral History Notes
The following excerpts are from two of the more than 50 oral histories that the Court Historical Society has conducted over the years.
These histories are on file in the Society’s archives in the Howard
H. Baker Jr. United States Courthouse in Knoxville. --EDITOR
***
W. Hugh Overcash, who served in the early 1950s as a law clerk
for U.S. Circuit Judge Xenophon Hicks. The judge’s chambers
were in what is today the Historic U.S. Post Office and Courthouse in Knoxville. (Today, those offices serve as the chambers
of Tennessee Supreme Court Justice Sharon Lee.) Hicks served
as a district judge in the Eastern District of Tennessee from
1923 to 1928 and as a circuit judge from 1928 until his death
in 1952. We conducted an oral history with Overcash in 2000.
He died in 2009 at the age of 83:
When I joined Judge Hicks, he had a little age on
him, but he was very methodical in everything he did.
He was very sharp the whole time I was with him. He
had had one eye removed because of glaucoma, his
left eye, as I recall. He read with a magnifying glass,
but he had used one before he had the eye removed.
Judge Hicks was succeeded on the Court of Appeals
by Judge Potter Stewart, who later was appointed to
the U.S. Supreme Court.
***
Wallace W. Baumann, a Knoxville business executive whose father, architect A.B. Baumann, designed the U.S. Post Office
and Courthouse on Main Street in Knoxville. Wallace, on recalling the big dedication ceremony for the building in 1934:
I was only 9 years old at the time, and I didn’t attend
the ceremony, but the family talked about it a lot. The
main thing I remember is that the family was all upset
because my grandfather Baumann’s pocket was picked.
That was the news of the day in my family. There were
a lot of people at the ceremony, and I guess my grandfather looked prosperous, so the pickpocket targeted him.
[Wallace died in 2009. His grandfather, as well as his father, was
an architect.] ■
THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
OF THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF TENNESSEE, INC.
Don K. Ferguson
Executive Director and Newsletter Editor
Howard H. Baker Jr. U.S. Courthouse • 800 Market Street, Suite 130
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902
865/545-4234, Ext. 2222 • Don_Ferguson@tned.uscourts.gov

Alex Haley’s Visit continued from page 1
field of genealogy or family searching today is how, in
this country, virtually everybody who is of the European ancestry has anywhere from dozens to scores of literal blood cousins somewhere in Europe who don’t even
know the cousins on this side, and likewise, the cousins
on this side don’t know who the ones over there are.
So the big exciting thing now in genealogy is trying to
bring together the families which were split 100, 150
200 years ago by the magic of that word ‘America.’ ■

Historical Poster
Following is another in the series we have published over time about
the large color posters distributed by the Judicial Conference of the
United States and the National Archives and Records Administration in 1989 commemorating the bicentennial of the Judiciary Act
of 1789. Titled “And Justice for All,” the posters summarize specific
cases reflecting federal court jurisdiction.
**********
Treason
United States v. Douglas Chandler, in the United States District
Court for the District of Massachusetts
-----Douglas Chandler was a World War II ‘radio traitor,’ an
American who broadcast Nazi propaganda to the United
States over Radio Berlin. Taking the pseudonym ‘Paul
Revere,’ Chandler signed on to the sound of thundering
hoofs on cobblestone streets and ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’:
‘From the heart of Hitler Germany, your messenger Paul
Revere greets you again.’ Referring to himself as ‘a patriotic American’ and to President Franklin D. Roosevelt as
a ‘warmaker,’ Chandler attempted to fill his American audience with doubt about the Allies’ ability to win the war.
Captured by American authorities at the end of the war,
Chandler was returned to the United States in 1946 to
stand trial for treason, a crime established as a federal
offense by the U.S. Constitution. On July 30, 1947,
the jury found the defendant guilty. [He was fined
$10,000 and sentenced to life in prison.] In 1963, the
73-year-old Chandler was released from prison when
President John F. Kennedy commuted his life sentence.
He is believed to have died in the 1970s.
							
The poster contains reproductions of exhibits submitted during
Chandler’s trial--his 1940 Application for Validation of Passport,
a copy of the indictment, a picture of the microphone he used,
and photos of Nazi troops parading in Nuremberg in 1938.
The Historical Society of the United States District Court
For The Eastern District of Tennessee, Inc.

