SEPTEMBER
2009
MARCH 2016
NOVEMBER
2008

Local Rules vs. Standing Orders
The courts have long had Standing Orders, plus Local Rules, and
sometimes it hasn’t been easy to determine in which of these categories a directive issued by the court should be placed.
A July 1927 booklet in the Court Historical Society’s archives reflects the similarity of the directives. The 36-page booklet is titled
“Rules of the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Tennessee.” Tucked inside it is a 22-page pamphlet titled
“Standing Orders of the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Tennessee,” also dated July 1927.
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In the late 1870s, David N. Key of Chattanooga was offered a
seat on the Supreme Court by President Rutherford Hayes, but
he turned it down because he could not support his wife and

Jarvis Oral History
Memorable Trial
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District Judge Leon Jordan, now a senior judge; Mr. Campbell;
and the photographer, Ernie Tracy, to sit for an interview. All
agreed to do so.

Judge Jordan told how, after 99 court days--holding court on
Monday through Thursday--the lawyers asked for, and he
granted, a 30-day continuance for settlement talks to take place.
“On the 100th court day, the lawyers came in and announced the
settlement,” Judge Jordan said.
A FRIENDLY CHAT--Judge James Jarvis stopped for a friendly chat as
He said that in addition to being the longest case he has ever
he left the office on July 18, 2005. The mural on a wall of the fourth floor
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In 1946, U.S. Circuit Judge Xen Hicks and U.S. District Judge
George C. Taylor, both based in Knoxville, were mentioned as
possible appointees to the Supreme Court after the death of
Chief Justice Harlan F. Stone.
continued on page 2
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Memorable Trial

continued from page 1

tried, it was the hardest. Adding to the difficulty, he had to
do double duty, handling this case and his regular docket. “I
learned that there were two shifts of lawyers--those that were
in the courtroom in trial during the day and those that worked
in their office all night preparing motions,” Judge Jordan said.
“I would come in at 7 a.m. and hear motions. We would
convene court at 8:30 and I would rule on the motions. Then
we would bring in the jury and start the regular proceedings
at 9 o’clock,” he said.
							
Regarding the photography, Mr. Campbell said that midway
through the trial, ”we could see that this was going to be--already
was, from the point of view of the lawyers involved and the judge-a big event. So we asked Judge Jordan to allow photographs, and
he agreed, but he set out some strict parameters.” They at first
considered bringing in an artist to do courtroom sketches, but
finally opted for still photography.
Mr. Tracy, who was already handling audiovisual work on the
case, set up a tripod in the back of the courtroom, did not move
around in the courtroom, and took still pictures with a cable
release, which snapped the shutter silently. Judge Jordan first
made sure the jurors didn’t object to being in the photographs.
Mr. Campbell, smiling during the recent interview, said he
thought the jurors rather liked the idea.
--Footnote 1--The courtroom shown in the top photograph on page 1 was
at Court Square, a leased facility across the street from the U.S. Post Office
and Courthouse in Knoxville. When a second federal judgeship for the
Knoxville division was created in 1984, there wasn’t sufficient space for
a second courtroom in the building, so the government leased the Court
Square space, where a courtroom, chambers, and clerk’s offices were
developed. It is no longer under lease to the government.
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A Page One story in the Knoxville Journal, a daily newspaper
at that time, said: “Speculation arose yesterday that if President
Truman appoints a Republican to the United States Supreme
Court the nod might go to either Judge Xen Hicks of Clinton
or Judge George C. Taylor of Knoxville.” (Judge Hicks lived in
Clinton but had chambers in the U.S. Post Office and Courthouse
in Knoxville.)
The Journal, which had strong Republican ties, said, “The
President might find it politically sound, in view of the Republican
choice of a southerner for national chairman [Congressman B.
Carroll Reece of Tennessee’s First Congressional District], to
neutralize the GOP move by selecting the Supreme Court justice
from the South.” The appointment went to Fred M. Vinson of
Louisa, Kentucky.
In 1971, the late Erma Greenwood, a Knoxville lawyer, was
discussed as a possible nominee for the U.S. Supreme Court. She
graduated from Duke University School of Law in 1939, the only
woman in her class. One of her classmates and friends was Richard
M. Nixon, known by Greenwood simply as “Dick,” according to
an article about her in the February 1991 issue of DICTA, the
Knoxville Bar Association’s publication. It was during Nixon’s
presidency that Greenwood’s name was in the news, at least the
local news, as a possible nominee for the high court. The seat
eventually went to Lewis F. Powell, Jr. In 1991, Greenwood was
selected for the Knoxville Bar Association’s Governor’s Award, its
highest honor. She was a member of the firm that is known today
as Kramer-Rayson.
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