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Local Rules vs. Standing Orders

The End of Invocations

The courts have long had Standing Orders, plus Local Rules, and
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occasions in the 1980s and 1990s. She retired from the practice of
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law in 2008 and moved to Chapel Hill, NC, in 2011.
I said, ‘Well, I’m tickled to death,’ and, of course, I said, ‘Thank
you so much. I am deeply honored,’ and we talked a while about
----the election--it was 1984 and he was going to run, and he wanted
to know NOTE--For
how he was as
going
down here.”
EDITOR’S
longtoasdo
old-timers
associated with the court
continued
onfederal
page 2 court
can remember, it had been the practice in the
Knoxville

for a minister to give an invocation and benediction at naturalization
ceremonies until, as Klein says, the practice ceased in the mid-1980s.
The Greeneville and Chattanooga divisions of the court have never
had a minister participate in naturalization ceremonies, to the best of
anyone’s memory.
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Klein noted the judge’s lack of political correctness. “When my
turn came [for the judge’s question], he apparently had been told
about me in advance,” Klein said, “He typically asked the male
applicants where they worked and so forth, and he asked the
women what their husbands did.”

“He peered down at me and exclaimed, ‘Aha, so you’re the lawyer!
And what does your husband do?’”
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to my seat,”

EDITOR’S NOTE--Klein’s husband was Dr. Milton M. Klein,
University of Tennessee Historian and a friend of the Court Historical
Society. He died in 2004.
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Sanford To Be Subject of Book
Law clerk Stephanie Slater has
written a manuscript about former
U.S. Supreme Court Justice
Edward T. Sanford of Knoxville,
and it is currently under review by
UT Press for possible publication.
She says the manuscript has been
a labor of love, one that had its
beginnings when she served as a
law clerk for then U.S. Magistrate
Judge Thomas W. Phillips in the
U.S. Post Office and Courthouse in
Knoxville in the early 1990s. The working title of the manuscript
is Emerging from Obscurity: Edward Terry Sanford, Tennessean on
the Nation’s Highest Court.
“During hearings in the courtroom, I would glance up at the
huge portrait that hung on the wall behind the bench, Slater said.
“Intrigued, I investigated and learned that the person depicted
was Edward Terry Sanford, a Knoxville native who had once sat
on the United States Supreme Court,” she said. “I wondered,
why are you overlooked? I was dumbfounded that I had never
heard of him being discussed during my time at the University
of Tennessee, and, to my knowledge, no local memorials to him
existed.” She said her book project seeks to answer that question
and to enlighten readers regarding Sanford’s background and life.

The completion of her manuscript coincides with an editorial
in the Knoxville News Sentinel just last December proposing
that Sanford be publicly honored, saying “some type of public
recognition is appropriate and long overdue.” The editorial
said Sanford and another native Knoxvillian, publisher Adolph
Ochs, both rose to national prominence in their fields but largely
have been overlooked. Ochs, who worked at the Knoxville
Chronicle and later the Tribune, bought controlling interest in
the Chattanooga Times at age 19 and later bought a struggling
newspaper called the New York Times.
The Court Historical Society, at the encouragement of Chief U.S.
District Judge Thomas Varlan, the Honorary Chairperson of the
Society, Knoxville, and Senior U.S. District Judge Curtis Collier,
Chattanooga, has, for some time, been in the preliminary stages of
planning an event, in association with the East Tennessee Historical
Society, to honor Justice Sanford. He served as the U.S. district
judge in the Eastern District of Tennessee from 1908 to 1923 and
on the high court from 1923 until his death in 1930.
----EDITOR’S NOTE: The Sanford portrait that inspired Slater now hangs
in the History Suite of the Howard H. Baker Jr. U.S. Courthouse in
Knoxville. (See picture below.) Slater has served as senior law clerk for
Tennessee Court of Appeals Judge John W. McClarty since 2009. She
has previously served as a law clerk for other Tennessee appellate court
judges and earlier served as senior law clerk for Judge Phillips during
his latter years as a Magistrate Judge and after he was appointed a U.S.
District Judge. Her federal tenure ended in 2006.
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