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Local Rules vs. Standing Orders
The courts have long had Standing Orders, plus Local Rules, and
sometimes it hasn’t been easy to determine in which of these categories a directive issued by the court should be placed.
A July 1927 booklet in the Court Historical Society’s archives reflects the similarity of the directives. The 36-page booklet is titled
“Rules of the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Tennessee.” Tucked inside it is a 22-page pamphlet titled
“Standing Orders of the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Tennessee,” also dated July 1927.
Over George
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Rules and made these copies available to attorneys and anyone
else desiring a copy. Today, the Local Rules are available on the
court’s Website.
In the meantime, the court has continued to issue Standing Orders, all 393 of which are filed in the Clerk’s Office, dating back
to January 1925. These orders are indexed and filed consecutively.
They provide a running history of the many internal matters that
the court has had to deal with through the years, ranging from
establishing fees that the Referee in Bankruptcy could charge for
defraying the expense of maintaining his office to changing the
court clerk’s office work days in 1954, when the court was open
on Saturdays.
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In his oral history, conducted by the Court Historical Society in
The Court Historical Society has 54 oral histories that have been
2001, Judge James H. Jarvis gave an interesting account of the
conducted over the past 19 years. We thought it would be good
occasion on which he received a telephone call from President
to lift some excerpts from a few of them to share with members.
Reagan telling him he was going to nominate Judge Jarvis for the
We will provide anecdotes from others in future newsletters. In
federal judgeship.
the following, we have paraphrased some of the stories for space
reasons. All of those quoted here are deceased.--EDITOR
“The President called my house on the first day of September 1984,
and I was dove hunting, as I always am on the first day of SeptemGranville Sertel, deputy U.S. Marshal, and Betty Cutchin, secreber, and the maid answered the phone and told my wife, ‘This is
tary to U.S. District Judge Leslie R. Darr, talking about the judge:
the White House calling Judge Jarvis.’ My wife took the phone and
explained that I wasn’t there. So that day, I didn’t get the word.
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plicated case and he wanted to get everything straight
in his mind, he might dictate a charge, but when he
went into court, he didn’t refer to it. Sort of had it in
order because he had dictated it.
(Editor’s Note--Judge Darr served from 1939 to 1961.)
***
Walter Price, Johnson City attorney, on taking the Tennessee Bar
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I was admitted to the state bar in March but I didn’t
graduate [from the University of Tennessee Law ColA FRIENDLY CHAT--Judge James Jarvis stopped for a friendly chat as
until
June.
frowned
practice.
he left lege]
the office
on July
18,The
2005.dean
The mural
on aon
wallthis
of the
fourth floor
But
we
had
had
all
of
the
required
subjects
and
had
fin-just a
of the federal courthouse in Knoxville was being painted at the
time,
exams.
Taylorphotographer
of Mor- J.
few feetished
from the
wherefirst-semester
the judge stopped,
and Ernest
News Sentinel
ristown
of mine,the
and
there
weresnapped
two this
Miles Cary,
whowas
wasaonclassmate
hand to photograph
artist
at work,
pictureothers.
of the judge.
Judge Jarvis
yearstolater,
June
2007.
We decided
we died
weretwo
going
takeonthe
bar6,exam
so we could startTHE
practicing
when we graduated. The
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
dean didn’tOFlike
because
he was
afraidCOURT
we were going
THEit,
UNITED
STATES
DISTRICT
EASTERN
DISTRICTfor
OF TENNESSEE,
to spoilFOR
theTHE
school’s
reputation
success onINC.
the exam.
Don K. Ferguson

Executive
and Newsletter
So we all went
downDirector
to Nashville
onEditor
the old TennesHoward H. Baker Jr. U.S. Courthouse • 800 Market Street, Suite 130
see Central Railroad.
Left
Knoxville
at
night and got
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902
865/545-4234, Ext. 2222 • Don_Ferguson@tned.uscourts.gov
continued on Page

2

Newsletter

September 2010 – Page 2

Oral History Notes continued

The Washingtons continued
Because of the court angle, Shuptrine thought the Court Historical Society might be interested in purchasing the Washington
art pieces, which measure approximately 19 inches by 22 inches.
Although we found the proposal of interest, we declined. He acquired them some time ago from the estate of Dr. L.H. Lassiter,
a well-known Chattanooga opthalmologist and avid art collector.
Intrigued by the language on the backs of the photographs and
because of the Cincinnati reference, we contacted Sixth Circuit
Historian Rita Wallace to see what she might know about the
matter. Here’s what she learned from fellow historian John A.
Lupton, who serves as historian for the Illinois Supreme Court
Historical Preservation Commission in Springfield, Illinois.
In antebellum America and into the late 19th century, when
someone published a book or copyrighted a work, Lupton said,
one way they could protect their work from infringement was
to go to the U.S. Circuit Court or District Court in the area in
which they lived and register it.
Lupton said Middleton lived in Cincinnati, so his home court
was the Southern District of Ohio in Cincinnati. Middleton was
widely regarded as one of the pioneers of chromolithography,
which combined the process of photography with lithography
to create color portraits. Middleton’s productions of the Washington pieces were done from photographs of paintings by noted
artist Gilbert Stuart (1755-1828) of the president and his wife.
National Gallery of Art records say Stuart created the most lasting images of our first president.
Middleton also did a famous chromolithograph of Abraham Lincoln based on an 1864 portrait of Lincoln, Lupton said. Each
of the chromolithographs is valued at from $300 to $1,500, depending on its condition.
Court historian Wallace said she has received inquiries previously about Middleton’s art pieces because of the Cincinnati reference on the back. ■
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into Nashville the next morning just in time to start
the exam. We spent two days there and came back
and then started watching the Sunday newspapers
from then on to see if we passed.
***
U.S. Magistrate Judge Thomas W. (Jack) Overall and close friend
of U.S. District Judge Charles G. Neese about Judge Neese—
I thought he was an unusually good judge. He was more
dedicated than any of the judges I had seen. He tried to
do it right, and he didn’t let politics interfere in any decision. He talked to me about all of his decisions, and if he
ever made a decision predicated on anything other than
the law and the evidence, I don’t know about it.
He made the lawyers awfully mad, and he was awfully
hard on them. I spoke to him about it on numerous occasions. I would say, “Do you want to make everybody
dislike you?” And he was particularly hard on the young
lawyers. They were frightened. They didn’t want to go in
his court. He said he was doing it for them.
(Editor’s Note--Overall served as a part-time magistrate judge
from 1970 to 1985, and Judge Neese served from 1961 to 1982.)
***
Former U.S. District Court Clerk James W. Parrott, who later
served on the Tennessee Court of Appeals, about how he became
the clerk and later was succeeded in the clerk’s post by his friend
Karl D. Saulpaw Jr.—
I was just finishing my time on the Chancery Court
bench [in 1959] and was setting up a practice in Dandridge by myself. U.S. Marshal Frank Quarles came
to see me and said Judge [Robert L.] Taylor wanted
to see me. Said he wanted me to be the clerk. I went
to see him, and I went down to see Judge Darr, who
was the other judge at the time. I took the job, but I
told them I would stay only one year.
I ended up staying five years. At about that five-year
point, Karl Saulpaw and I were planning to open a
law firm. We had lined up a couple of insurance companies as clients. But then I got the opportunity to
be appointed to the Appeals Court bench, and I told
Judge Taylor I was going to leave. He said OK, but he
said, “Jim, you’ve got to help me find a clerk.” I told
him, “I’ve got you one--Karl Saulpaw.” Judge asked,
“Will he take it?” I said, Yes.” We called him down to
the courthouse and he took it right away.
(Editor’s Note--Parrott served as clerk from 1959 to 1964, and
Saulpaw served from 1964 to 1988. At the time Saulpaw became
clerk, he was practicing with the Knoxville firm of Ambrose, Wilson and Saulpaw. The Wilson was William C. Wilson, brother of
U.S. District Judge Frank W. Wilson.) ■
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