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Local Rules vs. Standing Orders
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Parsons
Becomes Bankruptcy Chief

The courts have long had Standing Orders, plus Local Rules, and
sometimes it hasn’t been easy to determine in which of these categories a directive issued by the court should be placed.
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A July 1927 booklet in the Court Historical Society’s archives reflects the similarity of the directives. The 36-page booklet is titled
“Rules of the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Tennessee.” Tucked inside it is a 22-page pamphlet titled
“Standing Orders of the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Tennessee,” also dated July 1927.
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Judge Parsons left the court in 1981 and practiced law in Chattanooga and Knoxville until 1990, when she was appointed Chapter
13 Trustee for the Northern and Northeastern Divisions of the Eastern District, a position she held until being appointed to the bench.
Judge Parsons resides in Greeneville and regularly holds court
there and often in Knoxville.
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district, both in Chattanooga, U.S. Magistrate Judge Susan K.
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District Court Chief Judgeship

Judge Collier Oral History continued

The chief judgeship of the U.S. District Court for the Eastern
District of Tennessee is changing hands. Judge Thomas A. Varlan
will succeed Judge Curtis L. Collier in this post on October 8. In
doing so, he becomes this district’s 10th judge to hold the position since its establishment in 1948.

ect was funded by the Brock/Cooper Inn of the American Inns of
Court, the Chattanooga Chapter of the Federal Bar Association,
and the U.S. District Court Historical Society.

Section 136 of Title 28 of the United States Code, which sets out
the requirements for the selection and service of the chief judge, was
passed by Congress in 1948, according to Susan Kattan, assistant
general counsel of the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts.
Oddly enough, nothing can be found in written form about any
committee action or discussion that went into the adoption of
the term for general use by the U.S. Courts.
The Revision Notes at the end of the Section 136 explain that the
term “chief judge” was new with the enactment of that section,
replacing the terms “senior district judge” and “Chief Justice” of
the district court in the District of Columbia.
The District of Columbia had become a judicial district of the
federal judiciary 12 years earlier, in 1936, and the name of the
Supreme Court of the District of Columbia was changed at that
time to “district court of the United States for the District of Columbia.” However, the terms “senior district judge” and “Chief
Justice” of that court continued in use.
The Revision Notes for Section 136 explain that the term “chief
judge” was being adopted “in view of the great increase of administrative duties of such judge.”
It was noted also that the term “Chief Justice,” as used in the District of Columbia Court, was being eliminated “for the purpose
of establishing a uniform method of creating the position of chief
judge for all districts.”
Judicial Conference reports from the period leading up to the
adoption of the term “chief judge” contain no mention of the
then-impending action, Ms. Kattan said.
A judge holds the title of “chief judge” for a period of seven years.
It then rotates to the next judge who is most senior but under
the age of 65. The seven-year limit was approved by the Judicial
Conference in 1979 following passage that year of the Federal
Courts Improvement Act, according to Ms. Kattan.
***
The first judge to hold the title of chief judge in this district was
Judge George C. Taylor, the senior of the district’s two judges at
the time the law was passed on June 25, 1948.
Judge Taylor was appointed in 1928. The other judge, Leslie R.
continued to the right

A general outline of questions provided by the Court Historical Society
was used by the interviewers, Tonya Kennedy Cammon, immediate
past-president of the FBA chapter; Donna Mikel, FBA chapter board
member; and Kathy Gardner, president-elect of the FBA chapter.
It was a three-hour interview. “The three of us actually had very
little to do,” Ms. Cammon said. “We had provided Judge Collier
with the list of questions, and he pretty much took it from there!
It was a great afternoon, and we so appreciated his willingness to
discuss his early life and career and to give us so much of his time.”
A CD copy of the entire interview and a DVD of the 60-minute
version will be provided to the Court Historical Society for storing in the Society’s archives.
The archives contain more than 50 oral histories done by the
Society over the years. ■

District Court Chief Judgeship continued
Darr, was appointed in 1939. Judge Darr became chief judge in
November 1949, when Judge Taylor retired.
Following Judge Darr in the post, and in the order that they
served as chief judge, were Judges Robert L. Taylor, Frank
W. Wilson, (Judge Robert Taylor again, since he was the only
judge in the district after the death of Judge Wilson), H. Ted
Milburn, Thomas Gray Hull, James H. Jarvis, R. Allan Edgar, and
Curtis L. Collier.
[EDITOR--The above article deals only with the chief judgeship of
the district courts, not the bankruptcy courts, appellate courts or
the other federal courts.] ■
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